
 SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR GUIDE  January 8 

    

Week 1: 
Christ’s coming (Advent) 
was intended to bring 
about peace and 
reconciliation between 
God and His creation. 
Now in this period of 
Epiphany or light (i.e. to 
reveal), Jesus’ disciples 
are left to disseminate 
his peace between one 
another.  
But there can still be 
disruption between our 
fellowship as sin is 
anything that gets in the 
way of the peace 
between people.  
 
 
Resources: 
Insightful article on forgiveness in 
Psychology Today 
 
 
Service Opportunities: 
• Volunteer with the Bowery 

Mission: they need volunteers 
for any meal service, any day of 
the week. Email 
volunteer@bowery.org. 

• 1/20 – Do For One Movie and 
Game Night 

• 1/30 – Do For One Info Session 
• 1/28 – Helping Hands Food 

Pantry 
• 1/31 – Dinner with Boys Town 
• February - Don’t Walk By (sign 

up now for a training session!) 
 
 
 

Fully Alive 
 

Epiphany: A Study through the Epistle of First John 

Opening Question: 
What is the biggest argument you had in your childhood and what was the 
result? 
 
 
Scripture Reading:  
1 John 1:8-10 through 2:1-2 
 
“Sin” in verse 9 is the Greek word “Hamartia” 

 Hamartia in its basic form means to “miss the mark” 
 It can also mean “collectively or  an aggregate of sins committed either by 

a single person or by many” 
“Confess” in this same verse literally means to “declare” done “openly” and 
“freely” 
 
 
Discussion:  
1. Have you ever felt you deserved acknowledgment or affirmation from someone 

who wronged you? 
2. Have you ever jumped to conclusions about another person’s actions or 

assumed an outcome of an event with someone who may have hurt you in the 
past? 

3. What do you think John is trying to say about Christ being our advocate? 
 
 
To think through as a group: 
Communal confession and communal pardon of assurance is when we (as a 
community) confess our (communal) sins. He is faithful and just to forgive our 
(communal) sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 
Peacemaking means that we’re doing the hard work of love making. 
 

1. How does knowing Christ died, not just for ourselves but also our brothers, 
change our view of the forgiveness or peace we allow them? 

2. How can we react when people don’t accept our “peace offering”? 
3. Is there an area of your life or a relationship that could use more peace? 

Consider writing down it down and taking time this week to pray for the 
situation and how peace can be restored. 

 
Prayer: 
Read 1 John 2:12-14 as a group out loud – consider having each person read two 
lines from the scripture. 
 
 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/mindful-anger/201409/how-do-you-forgive-even-when-it-feels-impossible-part-1
http://www.doforone.org/calendar/2016/11/16/upper-west-side-gathering-movie-and-game-night
http://www.doforone.org/calendar/2016/11/16/upper-west-side-gathering-movie-and-game-night
http://www.doforone.org/calendar/2017/1/30/info-session
http://www.forefrontnyc.com/calendar-bk/2017/1/28/helping-hands-food-pantry
http://www.forefrontnyc.com/calendar-bk/2017/1/28/helping-hands-food-pantry
http://www.forefrontnyc.com/calendar-bk/2017/1/31/dinner-with-boys-town
https://www.rescuealliance.nyc/dont-walk-by/

